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Okasamafo 
The communicator 

With this edition, we celebrate The Year of the Return. We 
are particularly interested in having your participation at 
Akom Kese this year because we plan to delve much deeper 
into this area. For starters at the Town Hall meeting, we will 
have a presentation on the ancestors. Who are they? How 
does one become an ancestor?  What’s is a deified ancestor? 
We will teach participants how to invoke their ancestors. 
Lastly, we will have a special presentation on Nana Esi 
Ketewaa, a patron shrine, amongst the Akan in America. As 
always, if you have any questions, please feel free to reach 
out to myself or any of the board members. We look forward 
to seeing you. 

Regards, 

Okomfo Dr. Kwesi Amoa 

347-455-6891

Akom Kese Planning Committee is a 50(c)3 organization 
all donation are tax deductible 
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Woforo Dua Pa A 
Support, Cooperation & 

Encouragement  



 
 

The Akan Indigenous Religion 

Reprinted	with	permission	of	NANA	DUKU	MANKOSA·	From	Ghana	
Traditional	Culture	FB	Group 

 
The Akan Indigenous Religion (AIR) comes under the bigger umbrella of the 
African Traditional Religions (ATR). African Traditional Religions, also referred to 
as African Indigenous Religions or African Ethnic Religions, is a term referring to 
a diversity of religions indigenous to the continent of Africa. Similar to ethnic 
religions in other parts of the world, African religious traditions are defined mainly 
along community lines. These traditional African religions also play a large part in 
the cultural understanding and awareness of the people of their communities  
 
Central to the Akan religious ideas is the strong belief in a community of spirits. 
These several spirits range from the Supreme Being or creator god (Nana 
Onyame/Onyankpon), gods/goddesses (Abosom), and the earth deity (Asaase 
Yaa) to the ancestral spirits (Nananom Nsamfo). Onyankopon	 refers to the 
supremacy of God. He is seen as the creator of the universe. This belief in 
Onyankopon as the creator can be argued to have ecological ramification as it 
suggest that all creation (including trees, animals and rivers) was created by 
Onyankpon, and humanity as stewards have the responsibility to protect and 
conserve the environment or nature. Agyarko recapitulates the influence of the 
Akan concept of God (Onyankopon/Onyame) and its implications on the people’s 
attitude towards creation thus:  All human and non-human relations are affected 
by the belief that we all belong together in God. Onyame is immediately present to 
each creature through their sunsum (spirit). This view of the immediacy of God to 
creatures has consequences for the way the Akan, at least theoretically, value and 
treats one another and other creatures. Onyame	nti	(because of God or for the sake 
of God), one acts or refrains from acting against another person or non-human 
forms of life. 
  
AsaaseYaa, the earth goddess, is next to Onyankopon and is responsible for fertility. 
In some sense, AsaaseYaa is also the “custodian of morality and social decorum, 
the traditional ethical code”). There are hosts of gods/goddesses (abosom)	aside 
AsaaseYaa. These gods/goddesses are believed to be the children of God. Within 
the Akan religious circle, some of the well-known gods/goddesses are associated 
with mountains, forests, lakes, rivers and rocks. Next to AsaaseYaa is the Nananom	
Nsamanfo	(ancestral spirits), literally described as the “living dead”. Though they 
are the departed members of the community, they are still considered to be living, 
as they are still believed to influence the lives of the living. Not every dead person 
is considered an ancestor in the Akan society. For one to qualify as an ancestor in 
the Akan worldview, the person among other things should have died a peaceful 
death (abodweewuo), a married person with children, had lived an exemplary life, 



etc. The abosom	(gods/goddesses) are another central element in Akan indigenous 
religion. These deities are believed to reside in natural substances such as rivers, 
trees, mountains, caves and animals. 
 
Awuah-Nyamekye’s study of the Akan people of Berekum brought out that “all the 
deities in Berekum have particular animals or trees as taboos. These beliefs 
influence Berekum people’s attitudes towards natural objects, and the relationship 
between natural object and deities explains why contravening any of the taboos in 
relation to natural objects is a matter of concern to the entire community”. This 
may explain why in the Akan society most taboos are taken seriously, as they are 
believed to have been imposed by traditional rulers and priests on behalf of the 
people and in the general interest of the community. Unlike ordinary wrongs, 
taboos are taken more seriously and the mmusu	(serious sin) type of taboos may 
require blood sacrifices for the pacification and forgiveness of the gods and 
ancestors, who might, according to the traditional belief, otherwise visit their 
wrath on the living in the form of epidemics, drought and infertility. While all the 
spirits play an important role in the Akan society, the Akan highly regards the 
Supreme Being and the ancestral spirits far above the abosom	(gods/goddesses). 
 
Religion, to the Akan, is generally perceived as a tool for survival and for enhancing 
life in its broad sense. To be religious in the Akan worldview entails active 
participation in rituals such as sacrificing, praying, and seeking esoteric knowledge 
from spirits as well as maintaining a good relationship with fellow human beings. 
Moreover, it involves soliciting the assistance of numerous spirits to overcome 
social problems and evil powers believed to exist in the world. More importantly, 
being religious is maintaining the harmony not only between fellow human being, 
but also nature (including the environment) and the spirits. 
 
 
By: DANIEL ASANTE BOAMAH 
 



 



 
 

Dewuru bo pa pa ne yo  

Special announcements  

Up Coming Events:  

June 1- Spring Healing – 
Circle of Light Contact: 
Nana Serwaa – (240) 413-
0630 

  

June 2 – Initiation Rites for 
Bokor Iya Mari Sponsor 
Temple of Nyame 

 

June 16 – Father’s day 
Fish Fry @ Onipa Abusia 
Contact Okomfo Kwesi 
Amoa 347-455-6891 

 

June 16 – Asase Yaa 8th 
Annual Dance Concert 
Contaact Okomfo Osie 
Williams 646-468-0710 

 

June 30th Nana Esi Festival  
@ Abosun Aboame Shrine 
Contact 718-217-6541 
after 8 pm 

 

July 7 – Nana Asuo 
Festival Contact Nana 
BaaKan 718-230-4997 

 

August 2 to 4 Akom Kese  

 

August 24 – Nana Kumi 
Festival Sponsored by 
Onipa Abusia  

 

Congratulations to Kwesi Amoa II an Akosua Amoa 
 

 
 

Kwesi graduates from High School and Akosua completed 
her nursing degree LPN 

Love Dad 

Congrats to Akosua Yisereal for having her first 
Asuo festival. We truly enjoyed and wish you the 

best! Job well done!!!!!!!!! 

 
From the Desk of Nana 

Botwe 1 
 

There will be a 15 
passenger van, first come, 
first served. Leaving July 
7th @ 9:30 am to attend 

the International African 
Street Festival  

 
Call for details 

 
301-266-3897 

Congrats to Kwabena 
Ford for graduating 

College from Brooklyn 
College 

 

 



 



 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 


